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history. Today, | |ook back and | realize that it was
t he best decision we made. Today, we are homeowners,
we live in a fine neighborhood, and ny wife had tw ns
and all the nedical bills were covered by our health
pl an.

The twins are now four years old, and in
March we will mark our eighth year in this area. |
know | woul d never have been able to acconplish any of
this in the Big Apple, everything that | have
acconplished in Atlantic City.

Thank you.

M5. BRENNER: My nane is Devon Brenner. |
work for -- Bally Park Pl ace.

| came to Atlantic City in the sumer of
1972, for what was to be a long vacation. Wthin two
months | met ny husband to be and nmy tenporary visit
turned into 25 years.

I worked as a food server in various
restaurants around town, nostly in the spring and
sumer, since during the winter the city was virtually
deserted and enpl oynment in the restaurant business was

not avail abl e.
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My husband has been a union painter, a
menber of Local 277, for 26 years. | becanme a nenber
of Local 54 in 1977. CQur first Christmas together, ny
husband gave ne a pair of bedroom slippers and
reci procated with a Barbara Streisand al bum It was
all we could afford.

My husband was very lucky if he was able to
find work in his trade for three nonths out of the
year, not enough to collect unenploynment. M/ own
unenpl oynent conpensation was $23.00 to $28.00 a week.
The unenpl oynment office, by virtue of the endl ess
lines during those years, offered anple proof of the
continui ng decay of a dying city. Even during the hot
sunmer nont hs the current nunmber of visitors was
hardly what one could call spectacul ar

After the start of the building of the
casinos in 1978, things nmercifully began to change.
| started work at Park Pl ace in Novenber of 1979. The
next year we were able to put a down paynment on the
horme that we still livein. 1In the fall of 1981
whi |l e crossing Pacific Avenue on ny way to work, | was

run down by an anmbul ance. | was on foot.
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The driver and his assistant graciously
took me to Atlantic City Medical Center, where | spent
t he next 5-1/2 weeks undergoing two surgeries, which
resulted in a plate and ten screws in ny right |eg.
That plate will go with ne to ny grave.

Had it not been for ny union health
i nsurance, which covered all my hospital expenses and
my doctor bills, which needless to say were
astrononi cal, we surely woul d have been bankrupt.

Thr ough enpl oynent offered by the casinos,
we now own outright our own home, plus a second rental
property, and there are two cars and a truck in our
garage, also free and cl ear.

None of these anenities, indeed, a secure
and confortable life style, would have been possible
if casino ganbling had not come to Atlantic City.

M5. MANNS: M nane is Taria Manns, and |'m
a native of Atlantic Cty. | amcurrently enployed by
the Atlantic Gty Hilton, where |I've worked in the
capacity as a cocktail server for the past seven
years. | ama union shop steward and nmaintain a

position on the Gievance Conmttee, and |'ve been a
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